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A scaled model 38 million times smaller than outer space!
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The Sun s the cle ar to Earth. The ancient Rome
) e ancient Romans ’ NARRABRI

named the Sun 'Sol' after their god of the sun. Itis by far the
largest object in our Solar System. The International TH E

Astronomical Union has designated that 8 planets
orbit the Sun (as do many other objects).
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For 76 years, Pluto was considered to be the Sth
TAMWORTH

planet of our Solar System. However, after years of
intense debate and controversy, in August 2006,
IAU reclassified Pluto as a dwarf planet.

Atthe scale of our Solar System model (1:38,000,000) ey .UW
the Sun would be the same size as the nearby dome
of the Anglo Australian Observatory which houses the
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Coonabarabran, the 'Astronomy Capital of Australia
is home to Australia's largest astronomy research facility

Maps and guides are available to assist your journey
through the Solar System from Visitor Information Centre's

along the 5 tourist drives and from the Exploratory Centre
right here at Siding Spring Observatory.
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giant 3.9 mefre mirror Anglo Australian Telescope.
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3 » MERCURY

Mercury was named by the Greeks after the fleet footed messenger of the gods because this ‘wandering star' (the meaning of
the Greek word "planet’) moved so quickly through the sky. Mercury is a small, rocky and heavily cratered world. Why? During the
early history of the Solar System, the Sun's gravity drew smaller objects in towards it. Which planetis nearest to the

target? Mercury! Although closest to the Sun, Mercury is not the hottest planet. With virtually no atmosphere to warm it, the dark
side of Mercury is one of the coldest places in the Solar System with night- time temperatures dropping to minus 173° Celsius!
Mercury has no moons.
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’ * _ VENUS

Named after the Roman goddess of love, Venus is most often mistaken for a star or a UFO! When seen just before sunrise we
callit the ‘moning star' and again the ‘evening star' when observed just after sunset. OnVenus, the Sun rises in the west and
sefs in the east! Because it orbits close to the Sun, the Earth's atmosphere causes Venus' colour and light to fluctuate leading to
frequentreported UFO sightings. Venus is the hottest planet. Its thick atmosphere exerts 90 times more pressure than Earth's -
trapping heat which increases the surface temperature to over 475° Celsius! It also rains sulphuric acid on Venus

-the ‘goddess of love' indeed! Venus has no moons.
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Mars, the 4th planet from the Sun and the 7th largest was named in honour of the Roman god of war because the planet
appeared to be blood red. Although much smaller than Earth, Mars has roughly the same land surface and features which
dwarf Earth's terrain. The Martian mountain Olympus Mons is 2.8 imes higher than Mount Everest and the Martian canyon Valles
Marineris (Mariner Valley) would span the width of Australial Mars has 2 moons that are named after the horses that pulled
the god of war's chariot - Phobos (Terror) and Deimos (Panic).
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SATURN

75% hydrogen and 25% helium; Saturn
um would float! It was first observed witha
ice-and rock. The gap in the rings, 'Cassini's
siovanni Cassini. Saturn has 34 named moons.
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